
AP English III Summer Reading Assignment - 

 

Dialectical Journal and In Class Essay 

 

Welcome to AP English III at Spring High School.  I am Ms. Haney, your future 

teacher. This year AP English III students will read one of the novels attached to this 

handout.  Students should apply their best annotative skills as they read and respond in a 

dialectical journal.  The instructions for the journal follow.  On a side note, it is interesting to 

know that the “dialectic” was the method Socrates used to teach his students how to be 

actively engaged in the struggle to derive meaning from an unfamiliar and challenging work.  

As such, for this dialectical journal, students will purchase a composition book.  Inside divide 

the paper into two columns; one column is labeled TEXT; the other RESPONSE.  As you 

read, identify certain passages that cause you to stop and respond to the reading.  Hand in the 

journal during the first week of school. 

 

Example 

Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin 

 TEXT (1 point)     RESPONSE (3 points) 

 

“How else besides becoming Negro   This made me wonder if you can accurately 

could a white man hope to learn the  understand someone unless you become them. 

truth?  Though we lived side by side  After some thought, I discovered that there are 

throughout the South, communication no other ways in which you completely 

between the two races had simply  understand another person.  Although I have  

ceased to exist” (Griffin 1).   Lived in the same house with my sister my  

      whole life and I feel as though I know  

      everything about her, when I talk to people I  

do not know I always realize little things that I  

do not know or understand about her. 

 

 

“The completeness of this   In many movies and books, people wake up 

transformation appalled me.  It was  and realize how old they truly are. I think that 

unlike anything I had imagined.  I  the people this happens to feel the same as Mr. 

became two men, the observing one  Griffin does because he feels that he is still a 

and the one who panicked, who felt   white man; but when he looks in the mirror, he 

negroid even into the depths of his  notices that his skin color disagrees with his  

entrails” (Griffin 11).     thoughts.  Likewise, some people feel they are 

      still young, but they are trapped in a body of a 

      person who looks too old or too different to be  

      them. 

 

 

You will use the model above to create your dialectical journal, and your teacher will use this 

model in evaluating your work.  Please notice in the TEXT column, you cite verbatim 



passages from the novel and include quotation marks and page numbers according to the 

prescribed format.  

 

 

For the RESPONSE column, you have several ways to respond to a text: 

 Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 

 Give your personal and insightful reaction to the passage 

 Identify and discuss stylistic devices 

 Comment on the effect of  rhetorical devices 

 

You are required to have at least twenty-five (25) passages with corresponding responses.  

Be sure the twenty-five passages are representative of the entire book.  In other words, 

twenty-five passages taken only from the first few chapters or even the last few chapters will 

not be acceptable.  

 

Each text and response combination will be worth four (4) points for a total of 100 points for 

this assignment.  Points will be deducted on the TEXT side for failure to document 

accurately and completely according to the model provided.  Points will be deducted on the 

RESPONSE side for superficiality and incompleteness.  Each response must be at least 60 

words in length. 

 

Dialectical journals are due the first week of school.  In addition, you will be asked to write 

an in class essay over your selected novel.   

 

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU SOON AND HAPPY READING!! 

 

Mrs. Haney 

mhaney@springisd.org 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

AP Language Summer Reading Choices for 2016-17: 

1. American Sniper by Chris Kyle; Scott McEwen; Jim DeFelice 

Chris Kyle, a Navy SEAL, recounts his life and military experiences, discusses his record for the most career 

sniper kills in United States military history and the bounty placed on his head by Iraqi insurgents, provides an 

eye-witness account of war in Iraq, shares the strains of war on his marriage and family, and honors his fellow 

soldiers. 

2. Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt 

Frank McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish immigrants and raised in the slums of 

Limerick, Ireland. Frank’s mother, Angela, has no money to feed the children since Frank’s father, Malachy, 

rarely works, and when he does he drinks his wages. Yet Malachy—exasperating, irresponsible, and 

beguiling—does nurture in Frank an appetite for the one thing he can provide: a story. Frank lives for his 
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father’s tales of Cuchulain, who saved Ireland, and of the Angel on the Seventh Step, who brings his mother 

babies. Perhaps it is story that accounts for Frank’s survival. Wearing rags for diapers, begging a pig’s head for 

Christmas dinner and gathering coal from the roadside to light a fire, Frank endures poverty, near-starvation and 

the casual cruelty of relatives and neighbors—yet lives to tell his tale with eloquence, exuberance, and 

remarkable forgiveness. 

3. Galileo's Daughter by Dava Sobel 

Galileo's Daughter dramatically recolors the personality and accomplishment of a mythic figure whose 17th-

century clash with Catholic doctrine continues to define the schism between science and religion. Moving 

between Galileo's grand public life and Maria Celeste's sequestered world, Sobel illuminates the Florence of the 

Medicis and the papal court in Rome during the pivotal era when humanity's perception of its place in the 

cosmos was about to be overturned. In that same time, while the bubonic plague wreaked its terrible devastation 

and the Thirty Years' War tipped fortunes across Europe, one man sought to reconcile the Heaven he revered as 

a good Catholic with the heavens he revealed through a telescope. 

4. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who 

worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of the 

most important tools in medicine. The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, 

though she has been dead for more than sixty years. If you could pile all HeLa cells ever grown onto a scale, 

they’d weigh more than 50 million metric tons—as much as a hundred Empire State Buildings. HeLa cells were 

vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped 

lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold 

by the billions. 

5. Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, 

leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face 

appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling 

himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary odysseys of the Second World War. 

6. Undaunted Courage by Stephen E. Ambrose 

A biography of Meriwether Lewis that relies heavily on the journals of both Lewis and Clark, this book is also 

backed up by the author's personal travels along Lewis and Clark's route to the Pacific. Though the expedition 

failed to find Jefferson's hoped-for water route to the Pacific, it fired interest among fur traders and other 

Americans, changing the face of the West forever. 
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7. The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson 

Larson tells the stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect responsible for the World’s  

fair'construction, and H.H. Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a charming doctor. The two stories 

intertwine in a heart racing novel full of history and intrigue. 

8. 1421 by Gavin Menzies 

On March 8, 1421, the largest fleet the world had ever seen set sail from China. Its mission was "to proceed all 

the way to the ends of the earth to collect tribute from the barbarians beyond the seas" and unite the whole 

world in Confucian harmony. When it returned in October 1423, the emperor had fallen, leaving China in 

political and economic chaos. The great ships were left to rot at their moorings and the records of their journeys 

were destroyed. Lost in China's long, self-imposed isolation that followed was the knowledge that Chinese ships 

had reached America seventy years before Columbus and had circumnavigated the globe a century before 

Magellan. 

9. The World Is Flat by Thomas L. Friedman 

In The World Is Flat, Friedman shows "how and why globalization has now shifted into warp drive" (Robert 

Wright, Slate) and brilliantly demystifies the new flat world for readers, allowing them to make sense of the 

often bewildering scene unfolding before their eyes. He explains how the flattening of the world happened at 

the dawn of the twenty-first century; what it means to countries, companies, communities, and individuals; how 

governments and societies can, and must, adapt; and why terrorists want to stand in the way. 

10. The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester 

An extraordinary tale of madness, genius, and the incredible obsessions of two remarkable men that led to the 

making of the Oxford English Dictionary—and literary history. The compilation of the OED began in 1857, it 

was one of the most ambitious projects ever undertaken. As definitions were collected, the overseeing 

committee, led by Professor James Murray, discovered that one man, Dr. W. C. Minor, had submitted more than 

ten thousand. When the committee insisted on honoring him, a shocking truth came to light: Dr. Minor, an 

American Civil War veteran, was also an inmate at an asylum for the criminally insane. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



I acknowledge that my son or daughter has a summer reading assignment to complete before 

entering Pre-AP, AP, or Dual Credit English next year.  It is understood that the project will 

be due the first week of school. 

Please return this signature page to your teacher during the first week of school. 

Student’s name printed: 

____________________________________________________________ 

Grade level for 2016- 2017: 

__________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 


